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Sustainability 

Sustainability Mission
A sustainable world depends on a ‘circular 
economy’, which is an alternative traditional 
‘take-make-dispose’ system. The goal is to 
eliminate waste at all stages of the product 
life cycle by optimising as much value as 
possible from resources and materials, and then 
recovering and regenerating these at the end 
of their useful life. IPL are an active contributor to 
the circular economy and continue driving this 
transition, working closely with our customers 
and raw material suppliers to innovate and 
deliver circular packaging solutions.

At a time when recycling facilities have never 
been more important, both for the plastics 
industry and society at large, IPL are delighted 
to have invested in our business and the 
circular economy to create a better future 
for us all. We are the only plastic packaging 
manufacturer to have 100% control of our 
materials regeneration process, control its own 
recycled feedstock and offer an in-house take 
back scheme, testament to the investments 
in our two UK-based recycling facilities in 
Castleford and Haydock.

Our investments in this area have strengthened 
our offering/proposition to customers, and we 
can now offer an end-to-end take back scheme 
to existing and future customers, enhancing 
the service we offer and making a greater 
contribution to a sustainable future.
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We use world-class plastic recycling processes 
to turn recycled plastic waste back into raw 
materials for use by both consumer and 
commercial customers, and we can comfortably 
recover and process over 70,000 tonnes of 
plastic waste every year across two-sites; a figure 
which has meant that IPL are now one of the 
fastest growing plastic recyclers in Europe. 

As part of our investments in our Castleford 
facility [formerly known as Bright Green Plastics), 
IPL are now the only recycling supplier that both 
sorts and segregates post-consumer recycled 
plastic, alongside the only supplier who has 
100% control of our raw materials.

We are committed to investing in Research 
& Development and our plant, allowing 
us to increase the rates at which we can 
recycle plastic that matches the quality and 
performance of virgin plastic. Our Quality 
Control team are committed to the development 
of break-through formulations including a 
revolutionary heavy-duty recycled polymer 
formula for containers. We’re constantly 
adapting and innovating to develop bespoke 
solutions to improve the standards of 
recycled plastic and make it easier for 
companies, across a wide variety of industries, 
to incorporate recycled materials into  
their products.

Our Castleford facility operates two washing 
lines used to transform scrap plastic into 
flakes, and 8 extrusion lines producing 
plastic compounds, and this site alone has 
the operating permit to process up to 75,000 
tonnes per year of waste material! This site 
facilitates our buy-back scheme.

IPL Castleford (formerly Bright Green) have 
attained a number of certifications, and 
are the only UK polyolefin recycler with the 
EuCertPlastic Certification.

IPL Castleford Certifications

Continuous Improvement

2022Buy-Back Sustainability Partner. Package. Protect. 



IPL are a major producer of recycled plastic compounds in the UK and a pioneer in the polyolefin 
compatibilization technology. By employing the latest technology at all stages of the process – 
analysis of incoming raw materials, sorting, grinding, washing, blending, and compounding, and the 
use of our unique additive, IPL can improve the recycled plastics properties and make compounds like 
virgin polymers for a wide range of applications. 

Surface Area 
4.6 Hectares

Production and 
Warehousing 

11,000sqm

External Storage 
18,000sqm

Production 
Capacity 

40,000 T/year

Operating Time 
365 days/year

Employees 
106 FTE

Castleford Site Statistics

Overview of Capabilities

1 - Manufacture
Containers are manufactured at one 
of our 6 UK facilities in Rotherham, 
Haydock, Hull, Wolverhampton, 
Tamworth and Castleford containing 
up to 100% recycled polymer

2 - Transport/Deliver
Containers travel UK only roadmiles 
and enter the Great British market, 
ready for use.

3 - Container Service
Our containers live a long life, 
performing their function for many 
years of service.

4 - Collection/Return
Our containers are collected, ready to 
return to IPL after their long service 
to the Great British market.

5 - Re-engineer/Recycle
Containers are processed at IPL’s 
specialised polymer recycling and 
manufacturing business (in Castle-
ford). The recycled polymer is then 
distributed to our sites across the UK.

The Only British 
Closed-Loop Solution
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As a key contributor to the 
circular economy, IPL are 
thrilled to offer a centrally 
managed solution of collecting 
and recycling containers into 
brand-new material that can be 
fed back into the production of 
containers in Ireland and the UK 
via new containers, presenting 
a closed loop solution and 
supporting the circular 
economy. 

Our goal is to work in collaboration with our partners, to develop a 
long-term, trusting, collaborative partnership for the take-back 
and recycling of containers. We are happy to take back all old 
containers, including those of which aren’t manufactured by IPL to 
support customers and ensure a % of all returned containers are 
directly placed back into the goods purchased under this supply 
contract and in future requirements.  

Advocates of simplicity, IPL will ensure contracts are set up to offer the best price per tonne to 
each individual customer for the collection of containers and will not only manage this process but 
ensure all materials returns in the form of new containers in either Ireland or the UK. IPL will process 
and manage this all in-house and send out reports, to agree timescales which demonstrate the 
project plan, what’s been collected and reimbursed. Furthermore, to offer a further reduction in 
carbon emissions, IPL can tie in the delivery of new containers with the collection of old containers to 
significantly reduce the number of vehicles needed for this service and cut emissions significantly. 

For simplicity and information purposes, we have highlighted in the 
below graphic our recycling process. IPL collect containers from 
customers location/s, the containers will enter our recycling line, be 
shredded, granulated, re-formulated, pre-washed, rinsed and 
dried into new, clean polymer that has numerous applications 
including being used to manufacture containers at our other 
facilities across the UK.

Shredder
Redundant 
Products Granulator

Re-formulation

Pre-Wash

Rinse

Dryer Bag

Solution & Process

IPL’s In-House Recycling Line. Presenting a circular solution.

2022Buy-Back Sustainability Partner. Package. Protect. 



Eco-Solutions

Our closed loop solution is expansive... 
supporting a growing food waste recycling 
industry; with 100% recycled food waste 
caddies, boxes and next trays and much more!

IPL has five facilities within the UK which 
manufacture a wide range of containers, 
including; bins, caddies, boxes, trays, bottles, 
tubs and pails (Rotherham, Tamworth, Hull 
Wolverhampton and Haydock). Pairing our sites 
up with our 6th and newly acquired recycling 
facility in Castleford, we are able to to combine 
our experience and provide a new range of 
environmentally friendly, sustainable products.

Benefits of Working with IPL

Sustainable closed-loop manufacturing, working 
towards building a greener future.

In-house recycled polymer manufacturing- closes 
the manufacturing loop and allows constant access 
to material.

Products only travel UK road-miles; no import 
fees charged or worked into pricing, reduces 
transport milage; therefore reducing emissions.

Supporting local economy. Operating completely 
out of the UK, you support the IPL team and 
partner companies.
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